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THE MAILING DAT E OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. I2I and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule I3.I. 

In accordance with 37 CFR I.499, applicant is required, in response to this action, 
to elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Groups l-VII, claim(s) I-I9, 24-28, 30, 31 each group drawn to a tissue cement protein 
comprising SEQ. ID. Nos: 1. 3. 6. 1 1. 14. 16 or 17 respectively and the first named 
method of use as vaccine. 

Group VIII, claim(s) 20-23, 30 drawn to a pharmaceutical composition 
comprising a mixture of tissue cement proteins. 

Groups IX-XV, claim 29 each group drawn to a method of bonding animal tissue, 
comprising administration of any one tissue cement protein comprising SEQ. ID. Nos: 
1. 3. 6. 11. 14. 16 or 17 respectively . 

Groups XVI-XXII, claims 32-38, each drawn to a nucleic acid encoding a tissue protein 
of SEQ. ID. Nos: 1. 3. 6. 11. 14. 16 or 17 respectively . 

Groups XXIII-XXIX, claim 39, each group drawn to a transgenic animal containing 
nucleic acids encoding proteins comprising SEQ. ID. Nos. I. 3. 6. 1 1 . 14. 16 or 17 
respectively . 
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2. NOTE: Claim 40 is objected to under PCT Rule 6.4(a), 35 U.S.C. 112, as being 
in improper form because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the 
alternative only and do not serve as a basis for any other multiple dependent claim. 
Accordingly, the claim has not been considered. 

3. The inventions listed as Groups l-XXIX do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule I3.I because, under PCT Rule I3.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

Groups l-VII, Groups IX-XV, Groups XVI-XXII, or Groups XXIII-XXIX do not share 
a common technical feature because they are directed to distinct cement proteins that 
do not share a common core structure. 

Group VIII is directed to a pharmaceutical composition comprising any 
combination of a mixture of cement proteins which are selected from SEQ. ID. Nos. I, 3, 
6, 11, 14, l6or 17. 

Each combination does not necessarily show any common technical feature with 
any other combination or with any of the individual proteins selected from SEQ. ID. Nos. 
I, 3,6, 11, 14, l6orl7. 

Each of groups IX-XV is directed to a second method of using a mixture of tissue 
cement proteins comprising any combination which are selected from SEQ. ID. Nos. I, 
3, 6, 1 1 , 14, 16 or 17, for bonding animal tissue. PCT Rules I3.I and I3.2 do not provide 
for multiple products and methods within a general inventive concept. Note 37 CFR 
I.475 and M.P.E.P I895.0I (Section 4) and I896. Therefore as discussed above, there is 
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no common technical feature with any of the above mentioned groups due to different 
structures of the combinations. 

Each of groups XVI-XXII is drawn to a nucleic acid encoding a cement tissue 
protein selected from SEQ. ID. Nos. I, 3, 6, 11, 14, 16 or 17. There is no common 
technical feature between the nucleotide sequences encoding proteins of SEQ. ID. Nos. 
I, 3, 6, 11, 14, 16 or 17 because each protein is distinct from each nucleotide in structure 
and function. Additionally, the nucleic acid can be used for hybridization studies and 
therefore has other functions other then encoding the proteins of the instant invention. 

The Groups XXIII-XXIX each is drawn to a distinct transgenic animal 
transformed with a nucleic acid encoding a cement tissue protein comprising SEQ. ID. 
Nos. I, 3, 6, 1 1, 14, 16 or 17. Therefore each transgenic animal does not share a 
common technical feature with any other transgenic animal comprising a different 
nucleic acid or with any other of the groups listed above. 

4. Group VIM contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic 
invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule I3.I. 

The species are as follows : 
Any mixture comprising any of the following SEQ. ID. Nos. I. 3. 6, 11 14. 16 or 17. 

Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single species ie. identify 
the SEQ. ID. Nos: that comprise the mixture , to which the claims shall be restricted if 
no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. The reply must also identify the claims 
readable on the elected species, including any claims subsequently added. An 
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argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered non- 
responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR I.I4I. If claims are 
added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected 
species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

5. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR I.I43). 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR I.l7(i). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eleanor Sorbello whose telephone number is 703-308- 
6043. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 6.30AM-3.00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Deborah Clark can be reached on 703-305-4051. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3230 
for regular communications and 703-305-3230 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0I96. 

September 29, 2001 

SC0TTD.PRIEBE.PH.D 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



